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Agents, not to mention the numerous commit-
tees and task forces he has volunteered to 
serve on during his illustrious career. Addition-
ally, Mr. Case has routinely shared his exper-
tise at the Mid-America Insurance Conference 
and has earned the respect of many law-
makers, company personnel, and independent 
insurance agents throughout the great state of 
Missouri. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. Larry 
Case on his retirement. The commitment he 
has shown to the Missouri Association of In-
surance Agents and to his community for 30 
years is a commendable accomplishment. 
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Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cameron 
Chavez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Cameron Chavez is a student at Arvada 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cameron 
Chavez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Cameron Chavez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 
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Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, since its found-
ing in June 1992, FairVote has fought cre-
atively all over America to advance significant 
voting and electoral reforms that make Amer-
ican democracy more responsive, more ac-
countable, and more representative. I rise to 
celebrate this visionary non-partisan and non- 
profit organization which, I am proud to say, is 
headquartered in the 8th District of Maryland. 

Under the exemplary leadership of its Exec-
utive Director Rob Richie and board chairs, 
former Congressman John B. Anderson and 
musician Krist Novoselic and with the energy 
of its youthful, talented staff, FairVote has 
worked with purpose and imagination to imple-
ment ranked-choice voting, proportional rep-
resentation, redistricting reform, the National 
Popular Vote agreement and voter 
preregistration for teenagers nationwide. 
FairVote’s sophisticated educational cam-
paigns have been teaching Americans across 
the country that these changes are all effec-
tive tools of democracy and can help us make 
certain that all Americans have their voices 
heard and views represented. 

Mr. Richie’s distinguished career in public 
life has been devoted to democratic ideals, 
voting rights, and the realization of responsive 
and representative government. He has 
played a key role in implementing ranked- 
choice voting in over a dozen cities; in advo-
cating the National Popular Vote plan across 
the country as states equal to 165 electoral 
votes have joined the agreement; and in pro-
moting voter registration, voter access and 
voter participation. 

On behalf of FairVote, Mr. Richie has ap-
peared regularly in the media, written for lead-
ing national publications, published nine 
books, and addressed important groups such 
as the American Political Science Association 
and National Conference of State Legislatures. 
Through FairVote, Richie’s luminous work has 
changed America’s conception of how we 
vote, what democracy means and how we can 
make strong progress this century. Standing 
with him throughout as a colleague and inspi-
rational reform leader in her own right has 
been his wife Cynthia Terrell. 

As FairVote celebrates 25 years of thought-
ful advocacy, I want to commend the group, 
its leaders and all affiliated with it for their 
hard work and passionate commitment not 
only to the principles of democratic inclusion 
and governance but to the difficult and ur-
gently necessary process of electoral reform 
across the country. As a champion of electoral 
reform and the proud Representative from 
Maryland’s 8th Congressional District, I look 
forward to watching the many important ac-
complishments still yet to come from Rob 
Richie and FairVote, American idealists and 
democratic patriots all. 
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Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Weslaco native, 
Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class Noe Hernandez, 
one of the seven sailors lost in the tragic colli-
sion between the U.S.S. Fitzgerald and the 
ACX Crystal in the Philippine Sea on June 17, 
2017. 

Noe attended Weslaco High School where 
he participated in United States Army Junior 
Reserve Officer Training for four years. By the 
time he graduated in 2009, Noe had reached 
the rank of cadet major and served as the pro-
gram’s executive officer. Following graduation, 
he reported to the U.S. Navy Recruit Training 
Command in Great Lakes, Illinois. 

He was a student at the Recruit Training 
Command and the Center for Surface Combat 
Systems in Great Lakes until March 2010. He 
then served at the Navy Munitions Command 
in Sigonella, Italy, for three years and then re-
ported to San Diego, California, for Littoral 
Combat Ship Training and classes at the Cen-
ter for Surface Combat Systems until October 
2015. Later that year, Noe and his family 
moved to Yokosuka, Japan, where he was 
stationed at Navy Force Japan and subse-
quently on the U.S.S. Fitzgerald. During his 
time in the U.S. Navy, Noe became an En-
listed Surface Warfare Specialist and earned 
the rank of Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class. 

Noe was a first-generation patriot who cared 
deeply for the United States of America and 
took pride in serving his country. His friends 
and family describe him as modest, loving, 
and kind and many remember him for his self-
lessness and unwavering faith in God. 

Noe is survived by his wife Dora and his 
son Leon. He loved his country, and he will be 
sorely missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my sincerest condo-
lences to Dora, Leon, the Hernandez family, 
friends, and loved ones. Our country has lost 
one of the best South Texas has to offer and 
I hope his family can find peace in this trying 
time. I am proud to commemorate the life of 
Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class Noe Hernandez and 
I thank him for his service to our great nation. 
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CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF EILEEN SEVANO 
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OF NEW JERSEY 
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Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Eileen Sevano and her unwav-
ering service as a pillar of the Teaneck Public 
School system for nearly thirty years. On the 
occasion of her retirement, I applaud Eileen 
for an incredible forty years of teaching, span-
ning from Teaneck and Englewood Cliffs, in 
New Jersey to Brooklyn and Chinatown in 
New York. During the course of her career, Ei-
leen touched the lives of many students and 
helped shaped the minds of the next genera-
tion. 

William Arthur Ward once said, ‘‘The medi-
ocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. 
The superior teacher demonstrates. The great 
teacher inspires.’’ As a public-school teacher 
in elementary and middle school, Eileen in-
spired her students both inside and outside of 
the classroom. For years, Eileen coached soft-
ball in Teaneck, empowering young women on 
the field. For fourteen years, as Director of 
Camp Kookooskoos, Eileen inspired young 
campers through the arts, science, sports, and 
by exploring and nurturing the environment. 
Eileen helped our young people create memo-
ries that last a lifetime. By focusing on the 
breadth of learning, even beyond the class-
room, Eileen put the best interests of her stu-
dents first and helped them grow and thrive. 

Generations of students, who Eileen taught, 
have had limitless potential. They have and 
continue to launch new businesses in New 
Jersey, find cures for diseases like cancer, 
create the next breakthrough in technology, 
and much more. With the help of a supportive 
teacher like Eileen, all of this has been pos-
sible. 

Nobody is surprised to hear that in retire-
ment Eileen will continue her lifetime of serv-
ice by volunteering with students in her com-
munity and babysitting her granddaughters. 
Encouraging learning and creating a sup-
portive environment for young people is what 
Eileen enjoys most. 

I am lucky to know Eileen and am pro-
foundly thankful for her lifetime of service. I 
commend her for being a wonderful role 
model to my children and to many students 
from across the Fifth District. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Eileen’s hard 
work, and wish her, her husband Dennis, her 
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